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My topic tonight is Revelation’s Thousand Years of 
Peace 
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In the 1920’s a young woman named Rose from New 
York City, lived a life consumed with pleasure.   
She seemed to exist to attend one party after another.  
But suddenly, at the age of 21, Rose was struck down by 
sleeping sickness. (Encephalitis Lethargica)  
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After some time Rose awoke. She was now immobile, 
frozen in an awkward position on the bed. 
 
The local doctor said this was just a ‘catatonia’ which 
would go away in a week. 
 
The months and years passed. Rose remained fixed in 
some incomprehensible state.  
 
Eventually Rose’s body became rigid and was committed 
to an institution. 
 
She laid in bed or sat in a wheelchair for 48 long years.  
Remarkably in 1969, Dr. Oliver Sacks administered a 
newly-developed drug called L-Dopa and— 
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Rose awoke from her long sleep. 
 
During the following days her eyes brightened and she 
felt bursts of energy. The physicians were amazed, to 
them this was a great awakening. 
Of course, she was awakened only to age and eventually 
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die. 

The scriptures describe another awakening. This time 
when we wake up, we will never go to sleep again. 
 
This is perhaps the most hopeful thing in the Bible, and 
what gives special meaning to our theme: 
If it’s in the Bible, I believe it. 
If it disagrees with the Bible,  
It’s not for me. 
 
This time we will not be living in time, we will be living in 
eternity.   
Jesus describes this incredible event in these words.  
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John 5:28, 29 
 
“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in 
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 
and come forth— 
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those who have done good, to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil, to the 
resurrection of condemnation.” 
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How many resurrections does this Bible passage 
describe?  Two.  What are they called? 
  

9 

The resurrection of life and the resurrection of 
damnation. 
 
The Bible doesn’t tell us exactly WHEN they will take 
place, but it does tell us that there are two resurrections. 
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The resurrection of life or the resurrection of damnation. 

The first resurrection is the resurrection of life.   
Jesus Christ comes.  
  
Men and women who have been sleeping in the tomb, 
awake. 
 

Awake this time never to go to sleep again. 
They awake this time to see the face of Christ.  
They awake to see the glory of God. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:16 
 

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: 
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and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
When you and I close our eyes in the sleep of death in 
Christ, the next thing we know is the coming of Jesus. 
Death is not to be feared anymore than a good sound 
sleep. 
Our lives are hid with God. Jesus marks that grave.  
The Bible continues with these words— 
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1 Thessalonians 4:17 
 
"Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: 
 
There is a glorious resurrection that will occur and with 
those who ready to meet him they ascend to meet Jesus 
Christ in the air… 
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and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
 
  

15 

When Jesus Christ comes, there are only two classes.   
The saved and the lost.  
Those in the first resurrection and those destroyed by the 
brightness of His coming. 
 
You see, there is no second chance when Jesus comes. 
That’s why the Bible says— 
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Revelation 20:6 
 
“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection.” 
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Think of what it’s going to be like. A little child, which died 
at 4 or 5, is resurrected from her grassy tomb.   
 
Think of the incredible joy her mom will have when she 
holds her in her arms again.  Fathers and mothers with 
their saved children will be caught up to meet Jesus in 
the air.  
Have you lost some loved one by death?  
 
The resurrection of the righteous believers will be a 
joyous reunion. 
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So there are two groups when Jesus comes: 
The first group is resurrected to live with Christ forever. 
 
The living, righteous believers are changed, and ascend 
through the sky with glorious immortal bodies, never 
subject to disease or death.   
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There is another group as well. Revelation describes an 
event that is filled with sadness not joy— 

It describes a second group of people who are NOT 
joyously awaiting the return of their Lord. 
 
They are not happily awaiting the resurrection of their 
loved ones.  When they see Christ coming in the clouds 
of glory notice their reaction. 
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Revelation 6:15-17 
 
“And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich 
men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave 
and every free man,  
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hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the 
mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks, 
  

22 

‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits 
on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
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For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is 
able to stand?’” 
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The first class look up and say, “This is our God, we 
have waited for Him and He will save us.” 
 
They are excited about the coming of Jesus. 
 
But there is this second class.   
They look up with hearts filled with fear.   
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They feel guilty. Guilt makes you want to run. 
They cry for the rocks to fall on them.  
What a shame! What a tragedy.  
 
This Christ who wants to save them cannot save those 
who turn their backs on Him. 
This Christ who they run from wants to take them to a 
new world where there is no sickness, sorrow or death.  
  
They run from Him.  
They turn their backs on Him.  
They have never crowned Him king of kings now so they 
do not accept Him as king of the universe. 

What does it mean to accept Jesus as King? 
 
It means to invite Him to rule on the throne of your 
heart.   
 
It means saying, “Lord, I’m not running my own life, you 
are running it. I’m not sitting on the throne of my own 
heart, You are.” 
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Tonight, Jesus invites you to make Him your Lord, 
your Savior, your King. 
No one needs to be unprepared for Jesus coming. We 
can choose to let Him be our Savior, to let His love fill our 
hearts. 
He comes again to redeem us. He comes to take us up 
from this earth. 
 
That’s why as we look around we do not need our hearts 
to be troubled. 
 
The second coming of Christ is the great hope for all 
believers.  It takes away all doubt and fear regarding the 
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future.  Jesus said—  

John 14:1- 3 
 
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, 
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many 
mansions; 
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if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, 
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. . . I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also.” 
 
Not maybe I will come again.  
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If He came to earth once, He’s coming back again.  
This time, not as a child, born of a virgin. 
Not as a babe in Bethlehem’s manger.   
This time, not to die on a cross, but to reign on a throne. 
 
Christ is coming again in the clouds of heaven.   
He comes as a conquering general. 
All the world’s wrongs and evils are finally and 
completely put to an end. 
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Events at Christ's Coming 
  
  

32 

Believers resurrected 
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Believers receive immortality 
  
  

34 

Wicked living consumed. There’s no one alive on 
earth.   All the wicked are consumed.  There’s no one 
left. 
All wicked are consumed with the brightness of Christ’s 
coming.   
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Wicked dead remain in their graves 
 
They are not yet resurrected.   
The resurrection of the righteous is the first resurrection.   

 
36 

• Believers ascend to Heaven with Christ 
  
  

37 

But what happens next? Does the Bible tell us what 
events follow the Second Coming?  
  

38 

 
What is the condition of the earth when believers are 
caught up to meet  
Christ in the air?  

 
39 

What happens to Satan? 
  
Is He destroyed? Is He left on earth?  

40 

When does God make the earth new? 
 
What did Jesus mean when He said He was going to 
create a new heavens and a new earth in 2 Peter 3. 
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What did Jesus mean when He said the meek shall 
inherit the earth?   
When does that happen?  
 
These questions have good answers and we are going to 
explore them from the book of Revelation.  

Is anyone alive on the earth during the 1000 years? 
  
  

42 

The book of Revelation provides some answers. 
 
In Revelation 19 we find a description of Christ’s coming 
as King of King and Lord of Lords, a returning victor 
conquering all the forces of evil. 
Revelation 20:1, 2 describes what happens next: 
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“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand.  
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He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is 
the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years.” 
 
How long does the Bible say Satan is bound for?   
This is where Bible students get the term millennium. 
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What is the millennium? 
 
The word, "Millennium" is not used in the Bible.  It 
comes from two Latin words, "mille" and "annium" 
meaning 1000 years. 
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Notice, the Bible says that Satan is cast in the 
bottomless pit. 

What is the bottomless pit? 
 
Is it some subterranean cavern within the earth?  

47 

The New Testament word written in the Greek language 
for bottomless pit is “abussos.” 
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That means Abyss.   
How is this word used in the Bible? 
 
An abyss is simply a place of darkness. 
You remember in the Book of Genesis— 
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Genesis 1:2 it says,  
 
“The earth was without form, and void.” 
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When the Bible uses the term “without form and void” to 
describe a desolate earth, it uses the word abusoss. 
 
This bottomless pit of Revelation 20 is not some deep 
subterranean cavern within the earth. 
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When Christ comes the second time the righteous dead 
are resurrected and the righteous living are caught up 
with them to meet the Lord in the air. 
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When Christ comes the second time, every mountain 
and island is moved out of its place. The wicked living 
are destroyed with the brightness of His coming. 
 
They are consumed with the glory of Christ’s return.   
Unbelievers are destroyed. 
The dead unbelievers stay in their grave. 
 
So when Christ comes the second time, the earth is 
made desolate. 
It’s like an abyss—like it was before God spoke the earth 
into existence. It was without form and void.  
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So the “bottomless pit” is the Abyss – A desolate 
destroyed planet earth. 
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What are these chains that bind Satan for a thousand 
years? 
Does God come down and put handcuffs on Satan?  
  

What kind of chains are these.   
The Bible tells us very clearly. 
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2 Peter 2:4 
 
“For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but 
cast them down to hell  
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and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 
reserved for judgment.” 
 
So during the thousand years Satan is bound or chained 
on earth, according to the scripture, with chains of 
darkness. 
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During the thousand years Satan is wandering around on 
a desolate earth with no one to tempt. 
 
He is chained along with his evil angels in the horrible 
darkness of his own evil deeds.   
A chain of circumstances binds him. 
But, during the thousand years, why doesn’t Jesus just 
come and make earth new?  Why leave it desolate for 
1000 years? 
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Everything God does, is to insure the security of the 
universe for eternity. 
It is to forever do away with sin. 
 

God is handling the sin problem in a way that is not some 
quick fix solution.   
 

God desires that sin never raise its ugly head up again. 
In order for this to occur at least two things must happen. 
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The entire universe, angels and human beings on earth 
must know that God is a God of incredible love. 
 
That God is worthy to be trusted. 
 
That’s why Jesus came, to show that God so loved the 
world. 
That He is this God of incredible love and that we can 
trust Him. 
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No sin is so dark God’s love cannot blot it out. 
 
He’ll go to any length to save us.   
He’ll pull you out of any pit. 
 

This great controversy between good and evil can never 
be settled unless the whole universe sees how bad sin 
is. 
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Satan wanders around the dark, broken earth. Echoing 
and re-echoing throughout the universe will be   
the words, “The wages of sin is death”. 
As the entire heavenly universe looks at earth they will 
see,  
THIS IS WHAT IT IS LIKE WITHOUT GOD. But—  
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Is there anyone alive on earth during the 
millennium? 
 

Satan and his angels are bound through a chain of 
circumstances on a desolate earth.    
The Bible says, 
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Jeremiah 4:23-27 
 
“I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, 
and void; and the heavens, they had no light. 

 
64 

I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, 
and all the hills moved back and forth. 
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I beheld, and indeed there was no man, and all the 
birds of the heavens had fled. 
 

Some people have the strange idea that we live on earth 
during the millennium.  My Bible says that we are caught 
up with Christ and we go to the heavenly temple.  
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I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a 
wilderness, 
 

It is obvious that the prophet is not describing creation. 
This is a time when the fruitful land, earth, becomes a 
wilderness, a desolate place after Jesus comes.  
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and all its cities were broken down at the presence of 
the LORD, by His fierce anger. 
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For thus says the LORD: ‘The whole land shall be 
desolate; yet I will not make a full end.’” 
  

69 

Jeremiah 25:33 
 
“And at that day the slain of the LORD shall be from 
one end of the earth even to the other end of the 
earth. 
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They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or buried; 
they shall become refuse on the ground.”  
  

71 

Love brings life. Selfishness brings death. 
 
  
The Bible says— 
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Revelation 20:6 
 
“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no 
power, 
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but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with Him a thousand years.” 
 
What a passage! It says the righteous are priests of God 
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.   
What are we doing in that reign with Christ? 
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Revelation 20:4 
 
“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was committed to them.” 
 
Never sell your soul cheap. There are only two ways; the 
way of life and the way of death. 
God says, “At this time the books were opened”.  
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Revelation 20:12 
 

“. . . and books were opened.” 
 

You say, “I don’t quite understand that?”   
Why after the lost are lost are the books opened? 
There’s a drama between good and evil, between Christ 
and Satan. 
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During this thousand year period which we call the 
millennium, God will answer every question.  
 
We’ll have the opportunity to look over heaven’s record 
books.   
 
We will then fully understand that God has done 
everything He can to save every person.  
 
Anyone who is lost is lost only because of their choices.  
The entire universe understands once and for all that 
God has done everything that could be done to save the 
human race.  
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Every question about His justice and love will be 
fully answered. 
 

And the amazing thing is this.  That an all loving, all wise, 
just God allows us to participate with Him in this final 
judgment.  The apostle Paul says— 
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1 Corinthians 6:2, 3 
 
“Do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? 

 
79 

Do you not know that we shall judge angels?” 
  
  

80 

When heaven’s books are opened we’ll fully 
understand why certain things happened to us. 
 

We’ll understand the hard times and the good times.   
We’ll see how everything fits into God’s wonderful plan. 
Let’s review what happens during this thousand year 
period known as the millennium.   
 
Is it becoming clearer to you now?  
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Events During the Millennium 
  
  

82 

Righteous in Heaven  
 
Wicked remain dead 
 
Satan and angels bound on earth 
 
Earth remains desolate. 
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What events happen after the millennium? 
  
  

84 

The wicked dead are resurrected. 
 
 
This event is foretold in Revelation 20:5— 
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“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished.” 
 
The “rest of the dead,” in this passage are the wicked 
dead.  
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We have a resurrection of life for believers at the 
beginning of the thousand years, and we have a 
resurrection of damnation for the wicked at the end of 
the thousand years. 
John describes this group of lost human beings with this 
remarkable phrase 
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Revelation 20:8 
“. . . number is as the sand of the sea.” 
 
The drama of the ages unfolds.  The battle between 
good and evil comes to a glorious climax. 
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Satan and the wicked of all ages form a gigantic army to 
attack the Holy City which descends from heaven at the 
end of the thousand years. 
 
Listen to this remarkable description of these events.  
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Revelation 20:7, 8 
 
“Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan  
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will be released from his prison 90 

and will go out to deceive the nations which are in 
the four corners of the earth . . .” 
  

91 

Revelation 21:2 
 
“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.”  
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It’s the climax of the ages.  The Holy City descends. 
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Satan and the resurrected wicked rush the city.  They 
want to overthrow God and take control of the universe. 
 
Every one of us will either be inside the city with Christ or 
outside of the city with Satan and the evil hosts of hell. 
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Jesus will either be Lord of all in our hearts and we will 
sit with Him on the throne of the Universe or self will be 
on the throne of our hearts and we will battle against Him 
on that final day. 
 
Revelation reveals that the headquarters of the entire 
universe will be shifted from heaven to earth. 
 
It’s an amazing thing that God can take this planet in 
rebellion and restore it to Edenic splendor again. 
 
Listen as the apostle John describes this marvelous 
scene.  
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Revelation 21:3 
 
“And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 
‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them, 
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and they shall be His people. God Himself will be 
with them and be their God.’” 
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The glorious Holy City descends.  
Satan marshals the legions of the lost. 
They now attack the city believing that they can take 
control of the universe. 
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Revelation 20:9 
 
“They went up on the breadth of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved 
city.  
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And fire came down from God out of heaven and 
devoured them.” 
 
The Bible says, “Fire comes down from God out of 
heaven and devours them.” 
 
The entire universe is clean.   
Satan and his evil angels are destroyed.   
Out of the ashes of the old world God makes a new one. 
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Revelation 20:11, 12 
 
“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on 
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away.  
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And there was found no place for them. And I saw 
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened. 
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And another book was opened, which is the Book of 
Life.  And the dead were judged according to their 
works, 
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by the things which were written in the books.” 
 
But before the wicked and unsaved are fully destroyed 
forever, God allows them to see a panoramic view of 
their lives. 
 

They too, now understand that God is fully just even in 
the destruction of the lost.  
  

The Bible says “Every knee will bow and every tongue 
will confess Jesus is Lord” (Philippians 2:11,12).  
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The entire universe in a symphony of praise declares, 
“Just and righteous are Thy ways, oh, God.” 
 
This amazing scene is portrayed in the last two chapters 
of Revelation.  
It begins with these words:  
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Revelation 21:1 
 
“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth,  
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for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away. Also there was no more sea.” 
 
The fire has done its cleansing work, and God creates a 
glorious perfect new earth. 
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Events at the End of the Millennium 
  
  

108 

Christ, Saints, and City descend 
 
Wicked dead raised 
 
Satan loosed 
 
Last judgment 
 
Satan and Sinners destroyed 
 
Earth cleansed and renewed 
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Would you like to live in this new heaven and new earth? 
 
Would you like to live in a world where there is no 
sickness, suffering, heartache and death? 
 
A land where worry and want are over?  
A land where all fear and anxiety are gone? 
 
A land where there are no prisons, no hospitals, no soup 
kitchens, no war, no diseases, no poverty, no mental 
institutions? 
 
A land where love and peace, righteousness and 
goodness reign forever and ever. 
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2 Peter 3:13 
 
“Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells.” 
 
You can live in that land. God gives you the invitation 
tonight.  
 
There is nothing more He wants than for us to live with 
Him in His new heavens and new earth throughout 
eternity. 
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Is there anything in your life that would keep you from 
being there with Him? 
 
Are you holding on to something that in your heart you 
know to be wrong, but you keep doing it anyway? 
 
Is there some weight of guilt that keeps you from a full 
surrender to Him? 
 
Is there some habit or temptation that binds you?  
You can be free. 
 
One day Jesus will reign on the throne of the universe, 
but tonight He wants to reign on the throne of your heart.   
Will you allow Him to do that right now as we pray?  
 
As we bow our heads to pray I’m going to invite you to 
raise your hand if you have a special need of coming 
closer to Him tonight. 
 
Maybe you have never given Him your life before and 
you want to do it tonight. 
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Maybe something else has been on the throne of your 
heart and you want Him  
to take over that throne tonight. 
 
Maybe you once knew Him but you have drifted from 
Him and tonight you want to return.   Just lift your hand. 
He will accept you; he will receive you.  Your sins can be 
forgiven. 
 
He will give you a new sense of power in your life to 
serve Him.   
Would you like to give your whole life to Him as we pray? 
 
If so, why don’t we all stand together. Let us pray. 

 


